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From Survival to Soul: Discovering the Intelligences of 

Integral Politics 

What if politics is not primarily about power, parties, or policies, but about how 

life learns to organize itself wisely? This opening article introduces the Layers of 

Intelligence framework and explores how human beings and human hives 
navigate the journey from survival instincts to soul awareness. It invites 

readers to reconsider politics as a living process of coherence-making within 

communities, cities, and our planetary home.  

(Click here to read the full article.) 

1. Functional Intelligences of the Human Hive: How Life Organizes 

Itself 

Just as a beehive depends on many specialized roles working together, human 

communities thrive through a diversity of functional intelligences. This article 

explores the capacities that enable individuals, organizations, and cities to 

create value, coordinate action, and sustain life. Discover how the Human Hive 

organizes itself through complementary forms of intelligence that support 

resilience and regeneration. 

(Click here to read the full article.) 

2. Stewarding Intelligences: How Life Cares for Itself 

Beyond organizing, life must also care for what it creates. Stewarding 

Intelligences help communities maintain, nourish, protect, and regenerate the 

conditions that allow life to flourish. Drawing on examples from nature and 

human systems, this article explores the often-overlooked capacities that 

support continuity, wellbeing, and long-term resilience. 

(Click here to read the full article.) 

https://integralcity.com/2026/06/11/from-survival-to-soul-discovering-the-intelligences-of-integral-politics/
https://integralcity.com/2026/06/12/the-functional-intelligences-of-the-human-hive/
https://integralcity.com/2026/06/13/stewarding-intelligences-of-the-human-hive/
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3. Attuning Intelligences: How Gaia Listens Through Us 

How do we sense what is emerging before it becomes visible? Attuning 

Intelligences connect us to subtle signals within ourselves, our communities, 

and the living Earth. This article explores the capacities of listening, sensing, 

and pattern recognition that enable us to respond wisely to change and align 

our actions with the larger intelligence of Gaia. 

(Click here to read the full article.) 

4. Collective Intelligence: How Gaia Learns Through Us 

Human beings are not only individuals; together we form learning systems. This 

article explores how communities, networks, and cities generate collective 

intelligence through dialogue, experimentation, and shared experience. When 

diverse perspectives come together in trust, Gaia’s capacity to learn becomes 

visible through us. 

(Click here to read the full article.) 

5. Agency Intelligence: How Gaia Chooses Through Us 

Awareness alone is not enough. Agency Intelligence is the capacity to make 

choices, take action, and shape the future. This article explores how intention, 

discernment, and collective decision-making enable communities and cities to 

move from insight to action, becoming active participants in evolution rather 

than passive observers. 

(Click here to read the full article.) 

6. Layers of Intelligence: Towards an Integral Politics of Coherence 

The concluding article weaves together the full framework of Functional, 

Stewarding, Attuning, Collective, and Agency Intelligences. It proposes an 

Integral Politics grounded not in domination or ideology, but in coherence. By 

understanding how different intelligences come into dynamic salience according 

to context, we can cultivate communities and cities that are more adaptive, 

compassionate, and capable of responding to the challenges of our time. 

(Click here to read the full article.) 

 

https://integralcity.com/2026/06/14/attuning-intelligences-how-gaia-listens-through-us/
https://integralcity.com/2026/06/17/collective-intelligence-how-gaia-learns-through-us/
https://integralcity.com/2026/06/17/agency-intelligence-how-gaia-chooses-through-us/
https://integralcity.com/2026/06/17/layers-of-intelligence-towards-an-integral-politics-of-coherence/

